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HELLO COOPERATORS! 

The Pima NRCD has been busy this winter! With the year just getting 

started we have a new Liaison for NRCD and State Lands Dept. Jackie 

Thomas. Pima Center for conservation education’s funding is being 

gutted, there is a bill in the state senate that would amend AZ laws 

governing Natural Recourse Conservation Districts,  RCAC is offering 

an individual well program, and other articles can be found in this 

issue of our winter newsletter.   

Happy reading all! 

Becky Hightower Program Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pima NRCD meeting  

March 27, 2018 

12:30 pm 

NRCS Plant Materials Center Library 

3241 N Romero Rd 

Tucson AZ, 85705 
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FROM THE CHAIR:  BY CINDY COPING PG 2 

     The Altar Valley Conservation Alliance, the UA CALS Cooperative Extension and The Rangelands Partnership are organizing a 

series of brush management workshops, funded by the Western Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program.  The 

first workshop was January 22nd and was entitled “Historical Perspectives and Current Trends: Brush and Woody Species Man-

agement and Environmental Conditions on Southwestern Grasslands.”  All of the materials are available here: https://

globalrangelands.org/brush-management-0.  The next workshop will be April 19th at the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, 

and the third will be in the fall at the King’s Anvil Ranch.  E-mail sarah@altarvalleyconservation.org with any questions, or to regis-

ter.  

State Senate Bill Would Amend Arizona Laws Governing Natural Resource 
Conservation Districts 
The Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) presently authorizes each of Arizona’s 32 NRCDs as a local unit of State government. Under A.R.S. 37-
1002, the State Natural Resource Conservation Commissioner administers the districts as part of the Division of Natural Resource Conserva-
tion. The Natural Resources Division formerly existed independently, but the Legislature dissolved it more than a decade ago. 

Today, per statute, the Commissioner is also the State Land Commissioner. The Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) administers the dis-
tricts’ funding from legislative appropriations and distributes quarterly checks to each district.   

The statutory authorities of the Natural Resource Conservation Commissioner are identical to the mission of the Pima NRCD. In contrast, 
although the stated mission of ASLD includes natural resource conservation, the powers and duties of the State Land Commissioner, as de-
fined in the A.R.S., make little if any mention of anything relevant to natural resource conservation. 

Last year, the Arizona State Legislature created a new State agency, the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management (ADFFM). 
Currently headed by State Forester Jeff Whitney, the ADFFM formerly existed as a division internal to the ASLD. The State Forester’s authori-
ties and duties, as defined in A.R.S. 37-1302, all directly focus on natural resource conservation. 

 In addition to the obvious emphasis on preventing wildfires, the statutes require the Forester to, “conduct education and outreach in forest 
communities by explaining the wildfire threat to private property caused by the lack of timber harvesting, forest thinning, land management 
and watershed protection and enhancement.”  

The Conservation Districts and the ADDFM are well suited for strategic alignment. Both have legal authorities and responsibilities for helping 
the State bring in over $20 million a year in USDA Farm Bill program funds for conservation work on our forests, rangelands, croplands, and 
other agricultural lands.  

The State Forester administers programs passed down through the USDA Forest Service and works directly with USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) through agreements and Memorandums of Understating (MOUs). The Conservation Districts are responsible 
for convening local work groups that help NRCS prioritize program spending for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
other conservation programs for farmlands, rangelands, forestlands, watersheds, and wildlife habitat. 

State Senator Gail Griffin, who has always strongly championed the NRCDs, recently introduced a new bill, SB 1514. The bill amends A.R.S. 
Titles 37 (Public Lands) to transfer the position of Natural Resources Commissioner, together with administration of the NRCDs, from the 
State Land Commissioner to the State Forester. The bill also amends A.R.S. 37-1303 to continue all seven of the Natural Resource Commis-
sioner’s existing duties while assigning two new duties (numbered 8 and 9): 

“8. Publicly recognize water conservation measures or water conservation projects in this state, includ-
ing watershed improvement or protection programs.  

9. Promote to the public this state's water-related advancements and their effect on watersheds, forest 
health, multiple uses and stormwater runoff protection programs.” 

 The bill also amends Title 45 (Waters) to add the State Forester to the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission as a nonvoting, ex-officio 
member. The bill further adds the ADFFM to the parties with whom the Commission must consult before authorizing research grants, to 
determine whether any research of a similar nature has been or is in progress, and is already available.   

The entire bill can be viewed on the Legislature’s website at azleg.gov by entering SB1514 in the Bill number search window. 

https://globalrangelands.org/brush-management-0
https://globalrangelands.org/brush-management-0
mailto:sarah@altarvalleyconservation.org
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 NOTICE OF PIMA NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2018 SUPERVISOR ELECTION  

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the provisions of the Natural Resource Conservation Districts Law of the State of Arizona, an election for 

the purpose of electing a Supervisor for the Pima Natural Resource Conservation District will be held on Saturday, the 5th day of May 2018, 

between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., at the polling place listed below:  

1978 W Placita Colima                                                                                                                                                                                                          Tucson, 

Arizona 85704  

The following two terms are to be filled by election on May 5, 2018: New 6-year Elective Term To Expire May 31, 2024  

A candidate for Supervisor of the Pima Natural Resource Conservation District must reside within the District. Nomination Petitions may be ob-

tained from the District Board of Supervisors. Completed write in petitions must be filed at least 30 days prior to the election, and regular nomi-

nation petitions submitted at least 10 days prior to the election with the Natural Resource Conservation Commissioner of the State Land De-

partment, 1616 West Adams, Phoenix, Arizona 85007.  

“The governing body of the District may provide a mail ballot to a qualified District Elector for which it has a first class mailing address with the 

District governing body at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the election. Qualified District electors who receive ballots I proper form 

from the District governing body may cast their votes by mail.” (A.R.S. 37-1051) To be counted, completed mail ballots must be received by the 

District Election Board before the closing of the poll on election day.  

If a qualified District elector wishes to vote by mail, the elector’s request for a mail ballot must be made timely and in writing to the address 

given below.  

QUALIFIED DISTRICT ELECTOR:  

“Qualified elector” means a person who is a District cooperator and a qualified elector of the state. “District Cooperator” means any person 

who has entered into a cooperative agreement with the District for the purpose of protecting, conserving and practicing wise use of the natural 

resources under his control (A.R.S. ‘ 37-1003). A person who is not already a District cooperator may obtain a cooperative agreement form from 

the Board of Supervisors of the District.  

PIMA NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT                                                                                                                                                                    

3241 North Romero Road                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Tucson, Arizona 85705  

SAVE THE DATE! 

PIMA, SANTA CRUZ, AND WINKELMAN LOCAL WORK GROUP 

PUBLIC INPUT MEETING  

APRIL 11, 2018 10 am– 12pm TUCSON PMC CONFERENCE ROOM 

PURPOSE:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Provide a forum for the NRCD’s and NRCS to work collaboratively with local conservation stakeholders to strategically identify solutions to natu-

ral resource problems.  Input gathered from this meeting will be used by NRCS when making decisions on focusing technical and financial assis-

tance.   

AGENDA 
Welcome and Introductions 
Introduction to the NRCS’s Conservation Implementation Strategy 
Review of recent applicants and the resource concerns addressed in the Tucson Field Office work area 
Review feedback from CIS submitted and work on changes for FY2019 
Review Local Questions from FY2018 and changes requested for FY2019 
Adjourn 



PG 3 

DON’T TOUCH BUCKMOTH CATERPILLARS 
BY: JONATHAN  DUHAMEL 

 
     Buckmoths (genus Hemileuca, several species) are found across southern Arizona, New 

Mexico, and Texas, and south through Sonora and Chihuahua, Mexico. Habitat varies from 

mesquite bosques to grasslands and plains, depending on the species. They feed on the leaves of palo verdes, mesquites, and 

other desert trees. The spines of the caterpillars can release a very painful toxin, so don’t touch them. 

     The following material is from a publication of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum which was derived from: Tread Lightly: 

Venomous and Poisonous Animals of the Southwest, by Rich and Margie Wagner. Rio Nuevo Publishers, Tucson, AZ. 2005. Re-

printed with permission of ASDM.                                                                                                              Physical Characteristics                                                                                                                             

A number of caterpillars have developed an effective form of chemical defense that utilizes “stinging spines” on their bodies to 

ward off would-be predators. The most common of these are the buckmoth caterpillars, of which about 23 species are found in 

the Southwest. The full-grown caterpillars are about 2 inches long (5 cm) and are covered from one end to the other with bristles 

or urticating spines. The colors are variable and depend on the species. The fast-flying adult moths have a wingspan of about 2-

3 inches (5-7.5 cm), and vary in color from relatively nondescript tan and brown to brilliantly colored yellow and orange on black. 

They are primarily day-fliers, and they do not have stinging spines. (Urticating: cause a stinging pain or sensation).                                                                            

Behavior                                                                                                                                                                     Juno Buck-

moth (Hemileuca juno) caterpillars feed on the leaves of common desert trees, often in groups. When molested, the caterpillar 

usually stops feeding and remains motionless, counting on camouflage and the urticating spines for protection. Caterpillars oc-

casionally drop off branches and land on people, or are brushed against by riders on horseback, resulting in envenomation by the 

urticating spines. Other buckmoth caterpillars, like those of the range caterpillar moth (Hemileuca oliviae), feed on grasses, and 

envenomations can inadvertently occur when a person is walking through the grass                                                                                                                             

Reproduction                                                                                                                                                           The life cycle of 

moths is somewhat complex, and the particular details are species-specific. Flights generally occur from September through De-

cember. The mating of most Hemileuca moths, such as the Juno or mesquite buckmoth, begins shortly after sunset on fall eve-

nings. Males use their well-developed antennae to track and follow the pheromone trail given off by female moths. After mating, 

the female deposits eggs on branches in host trees, with the eggs usually laid in circles around small branches. The eggs over-

winter and hatch in April or May into small larvae, or caterpillars, that eat and grow for about a month, molting through five in-

stars before they migrate to the ground and form a pupa, or cocoon, in leaf litter. After metamorphosis, most of the cocoons will 

hatch into adults (in the Effects of venom 

The spines of stinging caterpillars contain toxins that are produced in gland cells. Caterpillars do not have a stinging apparatus 

per se, but rather depend on intentional or inadvertent contact of the spines with the skin of a victim. After the spines penetrate 

the skin, they break off, releasing toxins that cause mild to severe pain and other compounds that induce an inflammatory der-

matitis called erucism. Because the protein components of the toxins are considered “foreign” to the body, an allergic reaction 

may also occur. While hospitalization is rarely required for stings on the skin, spines that enter the eyes may cause potentially 

serious complications. 

fall again), although some Hemileuca cocoons have been known to lie dormant for four years.                                                   

First Aid and Medical Treatment                                                                                                                                                  

Anyone attempting to remove a stinging caterpillar should be careful not to incur additional stings on the hands or elsewhere, 

particularly as the caterpillar drops off. Wash the area immediately with soap and water. Spines that remain in the skin can often 

be removed with adhesive tape. Baking soda applied as a paste with water may help decrease the pain, as may ice applied to the 

injured area. Acetaminophen or ibuprofen may be taken for pain. Benadryl® may help treat localized allergic reactions. As always, 

victims with severe allergic reactions should seek immediate medical attention, as should anyone with persistent symptoms or 

signs of infection. 

The moths, themselves, are harmless. 

Buckmoth caterpillars are especially abundant in New Orleans and tend to fall out of oak trees onto unwary people. (See vid-

eo about “the attack of the buckmoth caterpillars”) There are several other stinging caterpillars; see this from the Florida Poison 

Information Center. 

See also: 

THE MOST DANGEROUS VENOMOUS ANIMALS OF THE  SOUTHWEST  

http://www.wwltv.com/news/health/its-the-annual-return-of-the-buck-moth-caterpillar/426713759
http://www.wwltv.com/news/health/its-the-annual-return-of-the-buck-moth-caterpillar/426713759
http://www.poisoncentertampa.org/poison-topics/venomous-critters/caterpillars/
https://wryheat.wordpress.com/2011/10/05/the-most-dangerous-venomous-animals-of-the-southwest/


 

 
RCAC INDIVIDUAL WELL PROGRAM  

 
Free Drinking Water Well Assessment R 
 
Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC), a non-profit organization is offering private well owners free well assessments and water 
quality testing for nitrate.  
 
Well Assessment Includes:  
 
• On-site inspection of your well system to identify potential well vulnerabilities. 
• Identify potential well contamination sources near the well site.  

 Well construction inspection relative to state standards to note any potential concerns.  

 Water quality testing for nitrate, commonly associated with wastewater contamination.  

 Completed well assessment report with recommendations of possible needed repairs and water treatment options.  
 
Available in California (Nevada, Western Placer, Yolo, Sacramento, Napa, Kern Counties or within 20 miles from Redding, CA), Nevada 
(Washoe, Nye and Churchill Counties), Arizona (Pima, Pinal, and Cochise Counties), Oregon (Lane and Jackson Counties), Washington 
(Island, Lewis and Stevens County) and Idaho (Canyon County).  
 
Free well assessments are limited. Selection will be based on selected applicants within the well assessment areas. All information will be kept 
confidential.  
 
To register for the well assessment, you can either:  
 

 Register online at http://www.rcac.org/environmental/individual-well-program/  

 Contact Paula Thorpe at (916) 447-9832, ext 1049  

 pthorpe@rcac.org Hablas Español, llamada Jerry Tinoco (661) 401-1857  

 Fill out the attached form and mail it to the following address: 3120 Freeboard Drive, Suite 201, West Sacramento, CA, 95691  
 

 
 

 
Arizona State Lands Department Hires New NRCD Liaison  
 
Following a two-year vacancy in the State Lands Department (ASLD) position of liaison to the NRCDs, the ASLD recently hired Jackie Thomas 
to fill it. Jackie hopes to use her position to promote strategic coordination between NRCDs, State and federal agencies, and non-profits on 
projects such as the USDA’s National Water Quality Initiative.  

She has been in contact with our former ASLD liaison Amber Morin, and hopes to efficiently and quickly remedy the enormous need left by 
Amber’s absence. 

Jackie grew up in Massachusetts and moved to Colorado to earn her BS degree in Natural Resources Management at Colorado State Univer-
sity.  Jackie has worked on several ranches in Colorado and Wyoming. She worked for the Forest Service as a wilderness ranger in Wy-
oming’s Wind River Range and in Oregon’s Klamath Forest Ranger District. She earned a teaching certification at the University of Wyoming 
and taught outdoor education extensively on the Wind River Reservation and elsewhere.  

She later worked for The Nature Conservancy on the Red Canyon Ranch near Lander, Wyoming. After that, she and her family moved and 
spent thirteen years living in three different National Parks, the most recent being the South Rim of the Grand Canyon.  

In about 2014, Jackie moved to Flagstaff and completed an MS degree in Environmental Science and Policy at Northern Arizona University. 
In 2016, she took employment with ASLD as a Range Resource Area Manager in northern Arizona where she has worked with the Apache, 
Coconino and Navajo NRCDs, and the Diablo Trust.  

(Source: DiabloTrust.org, February 23, 2017 “Getting To Know . . . Jackie Thomas (Holm)”) 
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Arizona NRCD Funding – FY 2018 

 

There is a total of 30 active NRCDs and 26 environmental education centers/programs in Arizona. The Wickenburg 

and Gila River NRCDs are currently inactive. Therefore, the total number of NRCDs potentially eligible to be funded 

by the state is 32.  

The State Legislature sets the funding levels for districts and education centers in accordance with Arizona Revised 

Statutes (A.R.S.) 37-1014, which limits the annual appropriation to no more than $40,000 for each district, and 

$60,000 for each education center. A.R.S. 37-1015 Subsection B specifies that $5,000 shall be distributed to each nat-

ural resource conservation district with an established education center annually, subject to appropriation by the 

Legislature.  

There are presently three sources of funding established by the Legislature within this statutory framework for FY 

2018: 

Source # 1 –General Fund for 30 NRCDs, FY 2018 General Fund special line item appropriation, which is $389,400. 

This amount is $100.00 less then previous years to an administrative adjustment in the FY2018 enacted budget. 

$3,245 per quarter x 4 quarters = $12,980 per fiscal year 

The new amount is $3,245 ($389,400 General Fund appropriation / 30 NRCDs / 4 quarters = $3,245).  

Source # 2 – Environmental Special Plate Fund for 30 NRCDs that sponsor an environmental education center or pro-

gram, A.R.S. 37-1015, Subsection B states that “Subject to Legislative appropriation, the Department shall distribute 

$5,000 annually to each NRCD with an established Education center…” $5,000 x 30 NRCD sponsors = $150,000.  

$1,250 per quarter x 4 quarters = $5,000 per fiscal year 

Because of the declining revenue into the Environmental Special Plate Fund, the cash balance in the fund is not 

sufficient to support the full distribution.  

The Environmental Special Plate Fund’s revenues to date in FY 2018 are approximately $95,000. Available cash is 

divided between Sources #2 and #3.  

The third quarter payment was less than the second quarter payment because the Environmental Special Plate 

Fund’s declining revenues have resulted in insufficient cash to make the full distribution.  

Source #3 – Environmental Special Plate Fund for 24 Conservation Education Centers, that the General Appropria-

tions Act footnote specifies that “Of the amount appropriated for NRCDs…, $30,000 must be used to provide grants 

to NRCDs environmental education centers.” 

$625.00 every other quarter x 2 quarters = $1,250.00 per fiscal year 

This distribution has not been made because there is insufficient cash in the Environmental Special Plate Fund. 

Therefore, all the monies are coming to the districts via Source #2 above.  


