Pima Natural Resource Conservation District
Pima Center for Conservation Education, Inc.
NRCS Plant Materials Center
3241 N. Romero Road
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 971-2962

Minutes of the Combined Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Pima NRCD and Pima Center
for Conservation Education
Meeting Date: September 25, 2018
Time meeting was called to order: 1:06 PM MST
Attendees:
Supervisor Jim Chilton
Sue Chilton, advisor
Supervisor Cindy Coping, Chair
Supervisor Jonathan DuHamel
Supervisor Patricia King
Amy Humphrey, USDA-NRCS
Alvaro Campos, USDA-NRCS
Steve Barker, AACD executive director
Scott Richardson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bob Schmalzel, biologist
Supervisor King motioned to approve the draft minutes for the meetings of August 28 and
September 20, 2018.
Supervisor DuHamel seconded the motion.
The BOS approved the minutes by unanimous voice vote.
Supervisor Coping presented the financial status report of the PNRCD/PCCE as of September 1,
2018.
Supervisor King motioned that Supervisor Coping be reimbursed $9.40 for cost of copying the
meeting handouts. Supervisor McGibbon seconded the motion. The BOS approved by unanimous
voice vote.
Supervisor Chilton moved that Cindy Coping should submit a bill for professional services for
the comments that she wrote and submitted on behalf of the Pima NRCD/PCCE on September 24 in
response to the proposed changes to the USFWS regulation on listing and critical habitat. Supervisor
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McGibbon seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0 by voice vote with Supervisor
Coping recusing herself from the vote. The comments will be posted on the Pima NRCD website
soon.
ACP mapping project
Steve Barker presented the AZ Conservation Partnership’s GEO mapping project—This is a pilot
project to centralize a GIS system system of GIS layers to map all conservation activities within the
state of Arizona. The programming work is being done at Arizona State University. The ACP is
requesting that Arizona’s 32 NRCDs help fund $5,000.00 to complete the project.
After Mr. Barker affirmed that 10 out of the 32 Arizona NRCDs could reasonably be expected to
fund a $500.00 contribution, Supervisor Chilton motioned moved that the Pima Center for
Conservation Education contribute $500.00 to the mapping pilot project.
Supervisor King seconded the motion.
The BOS unanimously approved the motion by voice vote.
Rivers Edge West Conference SponsorshipNo action was taken due to an unforeseen printing issue and the handouts not being available,
and no knowledgeable person was present to explain what the conference will be about.
Western Governors Association workshop
Supervisor Coping suggested that the money the Pima NRCD will be saving on administrative
services fees, for having no clerk during September and October, could be utilized to fund someone
to represent the Pima NRCD and AACD at the Western Governors’ Association workshop on invasive
species and restoration October 11-12 in Cheyenne, WY. The co-chairs of Altar Valley Conservation
Alliance recommended their science coordinator, Julia Sittig, as our potential representative.
Supervisor Chilton moved that the Pima NRCD reimburse up to $750 of expenses for Julia
Sittig to attend WGA conference Oct 11-12.
Supervisor McGibbon seconded the motion
Supervisor Chilton offered a friendly amendment requiring Ms. Sittig to make a full report to
Pima NRCD & AACD after she returns.
Supervisor McGibbon seconded the friendly amendment
Friendly amendment passed by unanimous voice vote.
The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
AVCA’s presentation was moved to next month, due to a schedule conflict for Mary Miller.
Supervisor King reported on studies on Altar Wash.
AVCA met with Mary Nichols. She went to Anvil to look at diking along the wash. Years ago
when the area began to incise, incision occurred on all ranches north and south of the Anvil. Mary
Nichols is studying that.
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Also, north of Ajo Road, the issue is coming back again and again. When you get EQIP money to
do a task, the rancher owns it. But when the ranch changes hands, and the new owner doesn’t
maintain the structures, bad things happen. EQIP $$ is unavailable to heal that wound. Mary Nichols
is trying to figure out how to work some maintenance into some of the earthen dike structures.
Kings put up a little dike (berm) about 18” high. Animals burrow in it and make holes that drain into
the wash. Kings maintain that yearly. If a neighbor who doesn’t maintain that or doesn’t know how,
it causes erosion. Mary is working on how to deal with that. Supervisor King recommended the
Pima NRCD stay in touch with Mary Nichols to learn more from her studies.
Bob Schmalzel gave a detailed presentation on the factors affecting the Pima Pineapple cactus in
the Buenos Aires National Wildlife area, and the problematic issues with the PPC recovery plan that
was recently published. A short discussion followed regarding the question where to find funding
for Mr. Schmalzel to write and publish a paper on the subject.
Amicus brief in Weyerhauser v. USFWS- no new information, no action taken
Next meeting: to be held October 23 Teleconference 1PM. Call-in number: (641) 715-3200;
Access code 428633
Supervisor DuHamel moved to adjourn.
Supervisor McGibbon seconded the motion.
The BOS approved the motion by unanimous voice vote.
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